Apples: My apple unit usually begins at the end of September. I like to start off this unit by reading some books about apples such as Apples, Apples, Apples, Apples and Pumpkins, How to Make an Apple and See the World, Ten Apples Up on Top, Little Mouse and the Big Red Apple, and Autumn is For Apples.
Apple Tasting: The week before the apple unit begins, I will ask several parents to send in different types of apples. One parent will send in yellow, another will send in red and another will send in green. We leave the peels on so the children can distinguish between the types of apples. The apples are then cut into wedges. The students have an apple tasting party. I encourage the children to taste all of the varieties. When we are done, we discuss what differences and similarities we noticed. 
Apple Graph: When we are done, we make a graph: Which Type of Apple Do You Like Best? I make a chart from bulletin board paper. A representation of each type of apple is added to the bottom of the chart. The students color an apple cut out the color of their favorite type of apple. When they are done, they add their apples to the appropriate spot on the chart. The class then counts how many are in each column. They then decide which column has the most, least, etc.
Apple Estimation: Show the children apples of different sizes. You will want to show them skinny and fat apples and tall and short apples. Ask the children to estimate which ones weigh the most and which ones weigh the least. Let them explain their choices. Record their answers on chart paper or on the board. Use your balance scale to weigh apples of different sizes. Review the chart to see who was correct. 
Apple Books: At the end of the unit, we check on our apple seeds in the science center to see if they have sprouted. We make our own student books about the growth of an apple, from seed to tree. (This is an original black line master that I made). The students work on a page or two per day. We practice reading the book each day. When the unit is over and the students can read the book pretty well on their own, the books are sent home and they read them to their parents. 
How Do You Like Them Apples? Graph: On the last day of the unit, we make another graph. I use bulletin board paper to make the graph and make a representation of the different ways that we can eat apples. (We do baked, sauce and plain-raw) The students write their name on an apple. They come up to the graph two at a time and tape their apple in the column with their favorite way to eat apples. We then count how many are in each column and check to see which column has the most, least, etc.
Apple Sequencing: Provide a variety of apples. Let the students put them in order from largest to smallest. Then put them in order from smallest to largest. 
Apple Patterns: You can use either real apples of apples cut from the die cut. Put apples into patterns by color. For example: red, green, red, green, etc. Do this as a group. Ask the children to identify the pattern. Let them extend the pattern. As they learn to understand patterning, let them make apple patterns in the math center.
Apple Patterns 2: Cut red, yellow and green apples from the die cut machine. Use the apple die cuts to make varying patterns such as red, red, yellow, or green, red, green, red. Mount the patterns onto art paper or construction paper and laminate. Provide the children with unifix cubes that are the same color as the apples. Let the children put cubes onto the apple patterns to make the pattern.
Found an Apple
[tune: "My Darling Clementine"]
(as seen on Mrs. Pohlmeyer's Kindergarten)
Found an apple, found an apple.
Found an apple on a tree.
I was napping, just catnapping,
Underneath the apple tree.
Then it hit me, then it his me,
As the apple fell on me.
I discovered, yes discovered.
Newton's law of gravity.
Found an Apple
(tune: "My Darling Clementine")
(as seen on Mrs. Pohlmeyer's Kindergarten)
Found an apple, found an apple.
Found an apple on a tree.
I was napping, just catnapping,
Underneath the apple tree.
Then it hit me, then it his me,
As the apple fell on me.
I discovered, yes discovered.
Newton's law of gravity.
I Love Apples
(tune: "You Are My Sunshine")
(as seen on Mrs. Pohlmeyer's Kindergarten) 
I love red apples. I love red apples.
And I could eat them every day.
I love the sweet ones. I love the tart ones.
Apples keep the doctor away.
I love green apples. I love green apples.
And I could eat them every day.
I love them crunchy. I love them munchy.
But I hate those apple bellyaches.
I love all apples. I love all apples.
And I could eat them every day.
I love the sweet ones. I love the tart ones.
Please don't take my apples away.
Apples, Apples
(tune: Twinkle, Twinkle) 

(as seen on Mrs. Pohlmeyer's Kindergarten)
Apples juicy, apples round,
On the tree or on the ground.
Apples yellow, apples red,
Apple pie and juice and bread!
Apples crunchy, apples sweet,
Apples are so good to eat!
Click here to see what apple books I will be reading to the class.
Ten Shiny Apples 
By Victoria Smith 
(tune: Angel Band) 

There was one 
There were two 
There were three shiny apples. 
There were four 
There were five 
There were six shiny apples. 
There were seven 
There were eight 
There were nine shiny apples. 
There were ten shiny apples in the tree. 

Class Book
After reading Ten Apples Up On Top, we make a class book. First I let the students draw for the number of apples that they will be illustrating. Each page has the frame "__________ has _____ apples up on top." I have a boy and girl body on the page. They have to decide which body to use. I give them their photocopied pictures for their heads. They draw the correct number of apples on their head. Then they write their name in the correct place and write their number in the correct place. I usually have about twenty students, so we make two books. If needed, I will do a page. I have also used thumbprint apples in the past. Red ink or paint for the apple, brown and green markers for the stem and leaf.
Pocket Chart Stories
I use "The Little Red House" in a pocket chart story for this unit. 
What is round
and red
has no windows
has no door
a chimney on top
and a star inside?
An apple.
Each student illustrates their book and then takes them home to share with their family.
I also use "My Apple Story" in a pocket chart story.
First the seed,
Next the tree,
A blossom comes,
Then an apple for me.
Math Activities
Sorting
We sort real apples brought in for show and tell.
I die-cut red, yellow, and green apples (that are laminated) to be sorted.
Graphing
We graph the apples brought in for show and tell. First we do a real apple graph, then we use die cut apples and student photos for our graph that stays up throughout the unit.
We graph-How Do You Like Your Apples? (juice, dried, applesauce, whole)
We graph apples with stems or without stems.
After counting the seeds in their apples, we graph how many seeds did your apple have? We then discuss most, least, and same number of seeds.
Patterns
I have AB pattern cards with red, yellow, or green apples on them. The students use unifix cubes to make AB patterns.
Ordering
I have Ziploc bags with laminated apples numbered 0-5 in them. The students put the apples in order and ask a friend to check to see if they are correct.
Estimation
Estimate the number of seeds in an apple.
Estimate the Circumference of Your Apple. (too short, too long, just right)
Estimate how many apples will fit into a small paper lunch sack, a plastic tub, or a basket.
Weigh Apples
We make predictions if an apple weighs more or less than other things in the classroom. I use a small balance scale that I have in the math center. This leads to more guess and check activities in the math center throughout he year. If you have access to a postal scale, you can do actual weights of their apples. Then you can see who has the heaviest or the lightest apple.
Fractions
Use apples to teach and reinforce fractions. Cut apples into halves, thirds, and fourths.
Word Problems
I use a problem solving chart from Lakeshore. I make up my word problems and use apple die cut for the apple manipulatives.
Science Activities
Use Your Apple Sense
Brainstorm ideas about apples. How do apples look, feel, smell, sound, and taste. I chart these ideas on a web and leave them up during the apple unit. We do only one sense a day. At the end of the week we will make a shape book describing apples.
Apples
Apples look ________.
Apples feel ________.
Apples smell ________.
Apples sound ________.
Apples taste ________.
Sequence-How an Apple Grows
This could be done using "My Apple Story" or any number of sequence cards.
Art Projects
Stained Glass Apples
My favorite art project for this unit is stained glass apples. I have an apple pattern that I trace onto red, green, and yellow construction paper. I let the students choose the color of their apple. They cut out the inside and the outside of their apple. I have cut squares of tissue paper in all shades of red, green, and yellow. They use a glue stick to fill the inside of the apple. This is a slow process. Some children have a hard time with the glue and tissue paper. Make sure they keep moving the apple around so that it doesn't get stuck to the work surface. I laminate the apples when they are finished. They are BEAUTIFUL!
Apple Prints
Cut several apples in half from side to side. Use red, green, and yellow apples to match red, green, and yellow paint. Have each child paint the flat surface of the apple half, then carefully press the painted side of the apple on white construction paper. Let them make several prints. After the paint has dried, the children can draw arms, legs, and faces on their apple prints with black marker. They can then dictate a sentence to describe what their apple creatures are doing.
borrowed from Macmillian Early Skills Program
Apple Art
The Apple Tree Cycle
On 12x18 construction paper, glue 4x1 pieces of brown paper to make tree trunks. Use a brown crayon and draw branches on the trees. Sponge pink paint and a few green sponges on the first tree for spring. Sponge green paint on the second tree. Sponge red, yellow, and orange paint on the third tree for fall. Leave the last tree bare for winter.
adapted from Aims Education Foundation
If you don't want to use paint, use torn construction paper. The apple cycle is just as beautiful. We even sprinkled white glitter on the winter tree for an extra special effect.
Class Apple Trees
I tear off four sheets of white bulletin board paper and draw tree trunks and branches on them. I let groups of children work on the trees. One group paints the trunks, another paints the branches, one group sponges the blossoms, leaves, and apples. We put them up and label them spring, summer, fall, and winter.
Writing
I have apple shaped paper with lines for writing activities.
Just For Fun
Johnny Appleseed Hats
from Bonnie Cave, Lori Kent, and Linda Ludlow
Use black construction paper to make black pots for the students to wear on Johnny Appleseed's birthday. Staple two 4 1/2" x 12" black construction paper strips end-to-end. Round one end of a 9" x 3" construction paper rectangle to resemble a pot handle. Use a round hole puncher to punch a hole in the rounded end of the handle. Fold the opposite end of the handle, creating a tab for gluing. Glue the handle to the headband. Glue an apple die cut to the center of the band.
Apple Fest
An apple Fest is a fun way to culminate your apple studies. In my Monday newsletter, I ask parents to send bite sized pieces of things made from apples on Friday. We get everything from juice, cakes, tarts, pies, cookies, caramel apples, apple crisp, and the not so loved dried apples. Some children have never even tried some of these foods. I don't make any student eat anything that he/she doesn't want to. I just make a suggestion to give it a try!
