Parents,

Thank you for all your help with our new homework assignments.  Students did very well our first week. There was some confusion however so I will review my expectations.

Each student should hand in a spelling assignment each day.  Knowing the spelling words will help students become good readers so it is very important that they study.  Also, students should study the high frequency words on the back of the homework folder.  These are words students must memorize to become more fluent readers.  

On Friday, I will collect a completed writing assignment.  I am looking for student-created work.  Please guide but do not do this for them.  They need the practice.  Reread the guidelines I stapled to the homework folder.  Although there were some wonderful stories, students didn’t write about just one thing.  It is important that they stay on topic.  If they are writing about going to the beach, the story should be about just one thing they did while at the beach, not everything they did at the beach.  

On Friday, I will collect the fluency paper.  On Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday students should be timed for one full minute.  Please circle the word your child stops on each day.  I look at this each day to see how well your child is doing.  Please take the time to do this with your child.  Each child has to read at least 40 words per minute by the end of first grade.  Most students will read more, but they need the practice for our final fluency assessment at the end of the year.

(Please make sure that the homework assignment paper is in your child’s homework folder throughout the week.)  It will make it easier for me to keep track of spelling work turned in and I can check to see that students are doing fluency homework correctly.

Again, I appreciate your assistance.  With all of us working together as a team, students should be better prepared for end of year assessments and for 2nd grade.  

Mrs. Walley
Please sign below and return in your child’s homework folder for a homework extra credit grade.

Parent Signature:
_____________________________________________

Parent Comments:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

